CALL  NO  MAN  HAPPY

acute, and Sir Austen clearly saw the danger of the policies his
country was following. But next day I met Lord Lothian at the
home of Ava Wigram who was trying with great kindness to main-
tain liaison between the English and French.

'And what will France do/ his Lordship asked me, 'if the German
Army occupies the left bank of the Rhine?'

1 am not in the confidence of our government/ I replied, 'but I
hope the French Army will not permit it.'

*An4 by what right?' he said. 'Germany can do what she likes in
her own back garden/

A few days later on the yth of March, 1936, while I was delivering
a lecture in Basle, the thing Lord Lothian had predicted came to pass.
The German Army crossed the Rhine. As I was at the, frontier I
rushed into Alsace to see how the population would react. They
were courageous and ready for anything. But the elections were not
far off and we had at that time a Ministry that felt it had no authority.
England, although the Treaty of Locarno had been violated, applied
the brakes with all her strength. The French Cabinet contented itself
with sending a note of protest. Thenceforth Germany could build
a line of fortifications to protect her armies in the west; she had her
hands free in the east.

The election of 1936 which brought tie Popular Front to power
upset the French political system. Not because a coalition of the
parties of the Left came to power (France had seen this without per-
turbation in 1924 and 1932) but because the Socialists, a so-called
revolutionary party, snatched the leadership of the coalition away
from the Radicals, old hands at government, and because the Com-
munists now formed a very powerful group of seventy-two
deputies. The French middle class had expected Daladier and were
undismayed; they saw the arrival of Leon Blum flanked by Thorez
and Duclos.

At first Leon Blum did not terrify them too much. After all,
wasn't he, too, middle class in life and culture? Since by all counts
it was necessary to rejuvenate France, wasn't it better to have the
task done by a man who was intelligent and perhaps moderate? I
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